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Meetings: 3rd Wednesday of the month at 8.00 pm at the
 R.S.L rooms, 158, Henty Street, Casterton.
Welcome to the March 2005 edition of, “Historical Happenings” the first edition of what will be, hopefully, a monthly newsletter for the Casterton and District Historical Society.
Owing to the way in which the newsletter is put together (more later) and in order to meet this month’s deadline, we have decided to keep this issue fairly short. We hope to have more to offer in the months to come.
The title of the newsletter, “Historical Happenings” was chosen as this was the title used when Jim Kent wrote a column for the local newspaper.


Society Meeting Dates for 2005:
General Meetings:
April 20th
May 18th
June 15th
July 20th
August 17th
September 21st
October 19th
November 16th

Executive Meetings and Museum Sub committee:

April 11th
May 9th
June 6th (change of date)
July 11th
August 8th
September 12th
October 10th (change of date)
November 7th (change of date)
December 12th
January 16th 2006

Events Calendar for 2005:
April 25th - Anzac Day Exhibition

There will be a presentation of the restored Corndale State School Honour Board and a publication relating to Corndale.  There will also be a publication on the Casterton War Memorial First World War soldiers.
An exhibition of memorabilia will be displayed on the day.
Contact Jan for further details on 5575-2578
June 11th to 13th - Casterton Kelpie Festival
August 27th & 28th -Vern McCallum Exhibition weekend in Digby.
               

 Woodcraft Exhibition

November – Casterton Pastoral & Agricultural Society Show.


Extracts from the Casterton and District Historical Society minutes:
20th July 1966.

A most interesting talk was given by Mrs. GAZZARD, followed by Mrs. RANKIN, on Casterton's early traders. Some old photos were handed around.

Mrs. GAZZARD stated that the RICHARDSON'S were the oldest family in Casterton. The first building was the GLENELG INN.

PEDENS started in 1863.

J S PEACHEY sold cider.

Other past traders were RAPKINS, GOODY, HARRIS, CAWKERS, GILLS, JEFFREYS, and KIMS.

The hospital was opened in 1906.

Mrs. RANKIN spoke of her grandfather John Craig STEWART who was a partner of Mr. J. ANDERSON at Sandford and later went into a blacksmith business which became STEWART and SMITH.

Mrs. Rankin’s natural grandmother, Esther CROSGROVE came out in early 1850 from Ireland. She married E M MCDONALD at the Glenelg Inn before any churches were built. The wedding was conducted by the Rev. RUSSELL.

The names of SMITHS, MCBEAN, MCCAFFREY and LOVELLS as large traders.
17th August 1966.

A letter of sympathy be sent to Mrs. Elina JEFFREYS on the death of her sister, Mrs. Jack LEAKE.
Mr. GORMAN gave a most interesting talk on Casterton's second postmaster Mr. J. J. BARRY who was in Casterton until 1890 when he received promotion to Melbourne.

The first postmaster was Mr. L. F. MARCHANT.

Mr. J. J. BARRY joined the PMG in 1860 and came to Casterton in 1876. He was a life long friend of Mr. ROWAN, father of Frank Hamilton ROWAN, a  solicitor in Casterton, whose daughter is Brenda MITCHELL  of "MOREDUN HILL".

Mr. BARRY was very active in town affairs being chairman of the Casterton Racing Club, involved with the Mechanics Institute and Athletic Sports meetings, Vice President of the Horticulture Society and was the registrar of Births and Deaths. He married Miss FITZGERALD from Harrow. When he lived  in Melbourne he called his house in Spring Rd. Malvern, "Kowree".


We hope that you have enjoyed our first efforts in the newsletter. We plan to publish all future editions in time to be ready for the monthly meetings.  We will be grateful for any contributions that you can make. We ask that contributions are submitted at least seven days before the meeting dates to give us time to collate, format and print them in time for the meetings.
Just to let you know, owing to the wonders of the internet, Jan is collecting the material for the newsletter and sending it by email to Alistair in England. Alistair then formats it and sends it back to Jan. So these words have travelled 21,000 miles before you read them!

Any material for inclusion can be left at P.O. Box 48, or passed to Basil Stafford or Jan Lier.  Any ideas or comments, rude or otherwise, can be left at P.O Box 186. 


It is St Patricks Day on Thursday 17th so a little bit of history on this well known celebrated day and person

Who Was St. Patrick?
St. Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland, is one of Christianity's most widely known figures. But for all his celebrity, his life remains somewhat of a mystery. Many of the stories traditionally associated with St. Patrick, including the famous account of his banishing all the snakes from Ireland, are false, the products of hundreds of years of exaggerated storytelling.
Taken Prisoner By Irish Raiders
It is known that St. Patrick was born in Britain to wealthy parents near the end of the fourth century. He is believed to have died on March 17, around 460 A.D. Although his father was a Christian deacon, it has been suggested that he probably took on the role because of tax incentives and there is no evidence that Patrick came from a particularly religious family. At the age of sixteen, Patrick was taken prisoner by a group of Irish raiders who were attacking his family's estate. They transported him to Ireland where he spent six years in captivity. (There is some dispute over where this captivity took place. Although many believe he was taken to live in Mount Slemish in County Antrim, it is more likely that he was held in County Mayo near Killala.) During this time, he worked as a shepherd, outdoors and away from people. Lonely and afraid, he turned to his religion for solace, becoming a devout Christian. (It is also believed that Patrick first began to dream of converting the Irish people to Christianity during his captivity.) 
Guided By Visions
After more than six years as a prisoner, Patrick escaped. According to his writing, a voice—which he believed to be God's—spoke to him in a dream, telling him it was time to leave Ireland.

To do so, Patrick walked nearly 200 miles from County Mayo, where it is believed he was held, to the Irish coast. After escaping to Britain, Patrick reported that he experienced a second revelation—an angel in a dream tells him to return to Ireland as a missionary. Soon after, Patrick began religious training, a course of study that lasted more than fifteen years. After his ordination as a priest, he was sent to Ireland with a dual mission—to minister to Christians already living in Ireland and to begin to convert the Irish. (Interestingly, this mission contradicts the widely held notion that Patrick introduced Christianity to Ireland.)
Bonfires and Crosses
Familiar with the Irish language and culture, Patrick chose to incorporate traditional ritual into his lessons of Christianity instead of attempting to eradicate native Irish beliefs. For instance, he used bonfires to celebrate Easter since the Irish were used to honoring their gods with fire. He also superimposed a sun, a powerful Irish symbol, onto the Christian cross to create what is now called a Celtic cross, so that veneration of the symbol would seem more natural to the Irish. (Although there were a small number of Christians on the island when Patrick arrived, most Irish practiced a nature-based pagan religion. The Irish culture centered around a rich tradition of oral legend and myth. When this is considered, it is no surprise that the story of Patrick's life became exaggerated over the centuries—spinning exciting tales to remember history has always been a part of the Irish way of life. )
HAVE A HAPPY ST PATRICKS DAY

