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Meetings: 3rd Wednesday of the month at 8.00 pm at the

 R.S.L rooms, 158, Henty Street, Casterton.
Welcome to the May 2005 edition of, “Historical Happenings” the third edition of the monthly newsletter for the Casterton and District Historical Society.

We will publish the society’s meeting dates for a year ahead in each monthly edition.  News this month of two of Casterton’s own, heading to Casterton in Cumbria, England for some historical research. Actually it’s a holiday but there will be a report in August. 


Society Meeting Dates for 2005/6:

General Meetings:

18th  May

15th  June

20th July

17th  August

21st September

19th  October,

16th  November.

December 2005 and January 2006
 No Meeting

15th February 2006 – A.G.M.
15th March 2006

19th April 2006


Calendar of Events for 2005

June 11th-13th - Landmark Australian Kelpie Muster.

Information Table and Hot Dog stand, Museum open on the Sunday.

Sunday July 24th - JOHNNY MULLAGH CENTRE & HARROW

Visit to the Johhny Mullagh Centre in Harrow. 

If interested in attending please contact Jan Lier – 55 752578

August – WOODWORKING SHOW

Display of vintage tools of trade and information table.

Saturday & Sunday 27th & 28th August 

VERN MCALLUM PHOTGRAPH EXHIBITION

Bus trip to Digby for this exhibition on the Saturday, if enough numbers will run bus for Sunday. If interested in attending please contact Jan Lier – 55 752578 by 1st August.

5th to 19th September 

PUBLIC RECORDS OFFICE, TRAVELLING EXHIBITIONS
These displays will be available to view free of charge in the Town Hall foyer, Monday to Friday and on Saturday and Sunday at the Museum during these dates. More information available in future newsletter.

OCTOBER 2005 – MARCH 2006 (Daylight Saving Time)

The museum will be open every Sunday from 11 am – 3 pm. Closed Christmas Day and New Years Day.

12th November – Casterton Pastoral and Agricultural Society Show

Information Table and Memorabilia display.

PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE:

Casterton Historical Street Walk from Flour Mill to Glenelg Inn - $10.00

Extracts from the Casterton and District Historical Society Inc. 1966-1996 - $10.00

Corndale State School Honour Board Booklet - $7.00

Casterton Cenotaph WWI soldiers - $20.00

Casterton Cenotaph WWII soldiers - $10.00

Major Norman McDonalds Photograph Album CD - $20.00

Gallipoli - History in the Depths DVD - $20.00

Phone Jan on 55 752578

A History behind the names conferred on thoroughfares

in and around Casterton.

In issue 2 of Historical Happenings, we looked at the origin of the name defining our MAIN Street, which bisects our valley town. In issue 3 and in further editions we will look at, in order of importance, and situation, some of the other streets in our lovely old town.
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Running parallel to Henty Street is JACKSON STREET, so named after a family of the same name who arrived in this district just after the Henty Brothers.

In the early days of settlement in this area various members of the JACKSON family held large tracts of land. To mention just one, HENRY BOWTELL JACKSON, he was at one time the occupier of 64,000 acres south of Casterton, known as ‘PIERACLE’.  H.B. JACKSON, as he was known, was reportedly born in LONDON in the area where the BOW bells were rung.  (Editors note:  If he was born “within the sound of the Bow Bells” (at Bow Church) then after that definition, he was, what is termed still, “A real Cockney”.)

Other members of this family also held lands to the south east of Casterton, so it is after this pioneering family that our 2nd most important street is named.

A fearful anomaly exists within this JACKSON STREET. With the arrival of RAILWAY activities in Casterton, this street was neatly cut in two by the laying of the railway track across it. The Victorian Railways sited their engine shed for their steamers, along with the coal stage, water tank and turntable on the northern side of JACKSON STREET, while their Railway Station, Goods sheds, crane, stock-yards, etc, etc, were located on the southern side of this street.

The civic fathers then terminated traffic access on both sides of the offending railway tracks. This action occurred in the 1800’s, and still exists today.

For as long as I can remember, various local bodies have lobbied to have JACKSON STREET “opened up” as a straight through street. Even with the disappearance in 1977 of railway activities, I doubt if I will live long enough to see this crazy set up rectified.

James P. Kent. 2005

The Four Castertons.

We all know of Casterton in England and that our Casterton is probably named after it. However, in researching this topic, I found that there are four places in England which bear the name. The village of Casterton to which we normally refer is in Cumbria, a county in the North-West of England bordering Scotland. Nearby is High Casterton.  Rutland, (the smallest county in England) which borders Lincolnshire, contains the villages of Great Casterton and Little Casterton. (see map on last page)

Our very own Georgia and Rebecca McClellan will be visiting all four in June when they go to stay with your Newsletter compiler in England. Georgia will be missing some school and so, as homework, will be finding out a bit of the history of these places. Georgia and Rebecca will be the guest speakers at the society’s meeting in August. 

The name “Casterton” would seem to derive from the Latin, “Castra” and the Old English, “Ceaster” – both meaning camp or encampment. Ton simply means town.
THE CHANGES IN TIME

By DES MURPHY

Part 2.

Dad started growing crops of oats to feed milking cows and horses; and wheat to mill. The oats were cut by a binder and tied into sheaf of hay and made into stacks, later it was cut for chaff and fed to cows and horses.

One year the threshing machine came to GLENERIN to thresh oats and wheat. It was a big machine, pulled by a team of eight bullocks. The steam engine travelled by its own power and when stationery it drove the thresher machine. When the thresher was working it required at least seven men, including filling and sewing the 3 bushel bags.

When the threshing was over the grain was loaded into the wagon and carted by horses to HOLMES Flour Mill in Casterton. There the wheat was milled to flour for cooking; pollard for pig feed; and bran for cows and horse feed.

It was the first time Des was in a flour mill. The three storied building, to a just six year old, was exciting but the trip home on a rough gravel road was not very enjoyable at all.

Dad explained, as we travelled back to GLENERIN, that Dunrobin was a dairying and grain area. The cream was carted to the BUTTER FACTORY at Casterton and processed to butter and sold overseas. The big sheds at the Railway Station were used to store grain for shipping overseas. Dad told me that the high shed was the former Dunrobin Wool Shed which was sold when the station was sold to the Closer Settlement Commission and later shifted to the Railway Yards

Dad also said the first wheat ship from Australia was filled with wheat from the Casterton District, carted by bullock teams to Portland then shipped overseas.

The day was long and interesting.

Continued Next Month ………………

This month celebrates the history of May Day.

May Day Connections 

By Neale Towart 

May Day as a modern working class celebration and commemoration began from the 1886 events in Chicago where workers were demonstrating for an eight hour day. But the day already had special significance for working people before then. 

Pre Industrial May Day and Working People 

As a working peoples celebration its origins go back much further, with connections to Ancient Roman rituals. In pagan Europe it was a festive holy day celebrating the first spring planting. The ancient Celts and Saxons celebrated May 1st as Beltane or the day of fire. Bel was the Celtic god of the sun.

In the 1700s the Churches banned the pagan rituals, just as bosses today want workers to forget any traditions of solidarity and celebration of workers rights, but many peasants continued the tradition. Church and state were the butt of many jokes at May Day celebrations, and this certainly did not endear the craft guilds and others, who organised celebrations, to the authorities.

The Goddess of the Hunt, Diana, and the God Herne led parades. Later, with a move to a more agrarian society, Diana became a fertility goddess, and Herne became Robin Goodfellow, a predecessor to Robin Hood. This also indicated a shift in the division of labour and perhaps to a shift in power relations, with Robin remaining a symbol of the hunter from the woods, while Diana changed from being a hunter to a symbol of the fertility of the fields.

May Day was popular through to the nineteenth century, with the form of the celebration changing. The two most popular feast days for medieval craft guilds were the Feast of St. John, or the Summer Solstice and Mayday.

The Diana myth was transformed into the Queen of May, who was elected from the eligible young women of the village to rule the crops until harvest. Besides the selection of the May Queen was the raising of the phallic Maypole, around which the young single men and women of the village would dance holding on to the ribbons until they became entwined, with their ( hoped for) new love.

Robin Goodfellow, or the Green Man was the Lord of Misrule for this day. Mayday was a celebration of the common people, and Robin would be the King/Priest/Fool for a day. Priests and Lords were the butt of many jokes, and the Green Man and his supporters, mummers, would make jokes and poke fun at the local authorities. 
Industrial Era May Day 

Our modern celebration of Mayday as a working class holiday developed from the US workers struggle for the eight hour day in 1886. The working class movement in the USA began campaigning for an eight hour day in the 1860s, following the Civil War. The historic strike of May 1st, 1886 was a culmination of a concerted struggle. Chicago was the major industrial centre of the USA. Police attacked striking workers from the McCormack Harvester Co., killing six. 

On May 4th at a demonstration in Haymarket Square to protest at the police brutality, a bomb exploded in the middle of a crowd of police killing eight of them. The police arrested eight anarchist trade unionists claiming they threw the bombs. To this day the subject is still one of controversy. The question remains whether the bomb was thrown by the workers at the police or whether one of the police's own agent provocateurs dropped it in their haste to retreat from charging workers.

In what was to become one of the most infamous show trials in America in the 19th century, but certainly not to be the last of such trials against radical workers, the State of Illinois tried the anarchist workingmen for fighting for their rights as much as being the actual bomb throwers. Whether the anarchist workers were guilty or innocent was irrelevant. They were agitators, fomenting revolution and stirring up the working class, and they had to be taught a lesson. Albert Parsons, August Spies, George Engle and Adolph Fischer were found guilty and executed by the State of Illinois.

In Paris in 1889 the International Working Men's Association (the First International) declared May 1st an international working class holiday in commemoration of the Haymarket Martyrs. The red flag became the symbol of the blood of working class martyrs in their battle for workers rights.

May Day in Australia 

In Australia, workers in some industries had claimed the eight hour day in the 1850s. The new international Eight Hour day was welcomed by Australian workers. 

On May 1st 1890, the Brisbane Workers editorial said "May Day, this is our May Day, the by-gone jubilation of our forefathers for the reconquering of by the bright sunshine of the bitter northern winter, the new-born celebration of the passing of the workers' winter of discontent. In Germany, in Austria, in Belgium, in France, all through Europe, in the United Kingdom and in the great English speaking republic across the Pacific, millions of workers are gathering at this hour to voice the demands of Labour for fair conditions of labouring. Never in all history was there such a meeting..."

A large May Day meeting was held in Melbourne in 1890, chaired by Dr. Maloney, a highly respected person who later became a federal Labour MP. The group of radicals who called this meeting had an inaugural meeting on May Day 1886, to coincide with the US movement protests. Anarchist activists were prominent then, including J. Andrews, Chummy Fleming, David Andrade and Monty Miller.

The spirit of the activists and early workers organizers is summed up in Bernard O'Dowd's poem, May Day: 

Come Jack, our place is with the ruck
On the open road today,
Not with the tepid "footpath sneak"
Or with the wise who stop away.

A straggling, tame procession, perhaps,
A butt for burgess scorn;
Its flags are ragged sentiments,
And its music's still unborn.

Though none respectable are here,
And trim officials ban,
Our duty, Jack, is not with them,
But here with hope and Man.

The first May Day march was held in Barcaldine in 1891 by striking shearers. The Sydney Morning Herald reported that 1340 took part. Henry Lawson's well known poem, “Freedom on the Wallaby” was composed in Brisbane at the time the striking shearers were facing the troopers’ guns at Barcaldine.

So we must fly a rebel flag
As others did before us,
And we must sing a rebel song
And join in rebel chorus.
We'll make the tyrants feel the sting
O' those that they would throttle;
They needn't say the fault is ours
If blood should stain the wattle.
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This organisation records Toponyms - the origin and meanings of place names and the Society receives a newsletter from them. It is envisaged that the Society will submit toponyms to them on our local and district place names.

Names so far – Corndale

This months Toponym – Bahgallah

In August 1836, Major Mitchell and his exploration party arrived north of where Casterton now stands and named it “Australia Felix”. Mitchell reported this discovery to the Henty Brothers. On Mitchell’s return to Sydney, his published reports aroused great interest, particularly in Tasmania and there was a flood of land seekers crossing Bass Strait.

Amongst these was a Mr MORTON who took up a run that he called “Springbank”. He was killed by aborigines in 1840 and John McPHERSON took up “Springbank” in 1841.

He was a newphew of MURRAY of “Dunrobin”, and this relationship may account for “Springbank” subsequently becoming part of “Dunrobin”.

The Duffy Act of 1862 made available to selectors blocks of land. As a result, “Springbank” was surveyed and was known as the Parish of Bahgallah, County of Follett.

“Bahgallah” is obviously aboriginal and its meaning may be “Place of Galahs”

The first settlers were John McINTYRE and his son, Murdoch, who took possession of their land in March 1866.

Transport by bullock teams was an industry in the early days and early Bahgallah identities in this area were Pat O’CONNEL, Allen McINTYRE, Jimmy “the whip” SMITH, Billy SMITH and Frank HUMPHRIES.

Bahgallah Primary School was opened on the 22nd June, 1875 following a petition for the school by Edward TANDER, Israel GRINHAM, John DWYER, Fred MARCHANT and Thomas RYAN in 1872. By the end of 1875 there were fifty five children enrolled with Mr Thomas O EVANS as Head Teacher.

Source: Bahgallah Primary School No 1586 Centenary Booklet 1875 - 1975

Quiz: Results from last month

1. John BUCHAN.  2. Virginia WOLFE . 3. Anne BRONTE.  4.  T. S. ELLIOT.  

5. Charles DARWIN.  6.  Banjo PATERSON.  7.  Lewis CARROLL
( ( (
Harpfields, Wando Vale
An appeal for information - and an interesting story.

The following piece is taken from an email received from a lady in England. The email was sent to Daryl Povey who is amongst other things the webmaster for the website:

http://www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/
Daryl forwarded the email onto the historical society and as part of our response to it we are publishing it in the Newsletter. If you should have any information, please forward it to Jan or Cheryl.  If you have not yet visited the above website, it is well worth a look.

The email read as follows:

‘I would be most grateful if you could post my story and see if anyone can help me find out more about Wando Vale and Harpfields.

My great-grandfather James William ROSE, known as Will, was born at Harpfields, Burford, Shropshire, England in 1861. He appears on the 1861 census as 10 months old.  His father, 35 and grandfather, 77 years of age were both called James and were living at Harpfields with their wives.  I have recently been given a photocopy of a letter which Will wrote in Nov 1884 to the young woman who was to become his wife and my great-grandmother, Emma MORRIS of a neighbouring farm, Burford Farm. When Will wrote he was on board the SS Roma with some other local farmers' sons, including Tom BROWN.  They were bound for Australia and were hoping to find work in Wando Vale.  Will wrote of an acquaintance they had made on the boat, "He is a Scotsman of the name of George F. SIMPSON and he is coming with us to Wando Vale to try and get work with us, he is a fine, big young fellow, and looks something like Charlie PARTRIDGE."

Will appears to have arrived safely and made his way to Wando Vale where he was soon working on a large station.  Within a few days of starting his boss told him to get ready to go on a long ride to a station some distance away. He told Will to prepare some food and water for himself and the horse and to take a blanket, as he might be a day or two on the road. Will set off and rode for a day without seeing any sign of his destination. After sleeping in the bush he rode on again and still found no sign of the station. He knew he must be on the right road as there was only one track!

On the second day he passed a farm with the name Harpfields, which struck him as an amazing co-incidence. However it was not his destination so he rode resolutely on, but the name kept niggling him, and after he had gone on for another hour, he felt impelled to turn back and find out more about the other Harpfields. He rode up to the farmhouse and knocked on the door. When it was opened he introduced himself, "I am Will ROSE, and I come from Harpfields in the Old Country." A frail old man was sitting in a chair and when he heard Will, he said, "Canna be, canna be." The old man then told the following story:

Near the farm of Harpfields, Burford was a small cottage in which a widowed woman lived with her small son. She was extremely poor and made a little money by working on the surrounding farms, carrying her child with her. One day there was a tremendous fall of snow and the farm hands who lived in at Harpfields commented that they had seen no

 smoke from the widow's chimney all day. When they finished work they took some logs and food and went down to the cottage. They could hear her dog barking but could see no other sign of life. When they pushed the door open they saw the woman lying dead on the floor, with her child and the dog cuddled up together for warmth by the body. They wrapped the little boy up in a blanket and took him up to the farmhouse, and placed him in front of the fire with a bowl of warm bread and milk to help him thaw out. Once he was warm he was taken up to the bed of one of the labourers and put into a big feather bed after it had been warmed with a warming pan. The labourer slept with him to keep him warm, and he stayed at Harpfields for several days, or even weeks, until the roads were passable and news could be got to the widow's family.

Eventually a family member arrived to take the child away, but he never forgot the warmth and kindness shown to him at Harpfields and resolved if he ever had a home of his own to call it Harpfields. He did not stay long with his relations, but was put into a children's home.

At the time, which I estimate would be between 1810 and 1830 many orphans were shipped out from children's homes to the colonies to make their fortunes, or at least provide cheap labour. He was one of these children, who had eventually been able to acquire a house and some land of his own. He had fulfilled his childhood dream and called the property HARPFIELDS. It was probably Will's grandfather who was 77 when Will was born who was living at Harpfields at the time of the widow's death.

I was fascinated by this story and wonder if I can trace the name of the old man/ orphaned little boy through the Harpfields connection. It was probably within a day or two's ride of Wando Vale.

Any help or further information would be most welcome. I am also researching CHENHALLS - miners from Cornwall.’

I will be forwarding a copy of the newsletter including the above entry to the lady who made the enquiry. If you can help at all, please contact Jan or Cheryl.

Alistair Boyle.


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Any material for inclusion can be left at P.O. Box 48, or passed to Basil Stafford or Jan Lier.  Any ideas or comments can be left at P.O Box 186.
A map of England and Wales. Underlined are Cumbria & Rutland – the counties in which are to be found the four villages called Casterton - and Essex. Three counties that Georgia and Rebecca will be visiting for certain in June/July 2005.
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