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President: Jan Lier.   Publicity Officer: Basil Stafford

Contacts: Cheryl Elmes & Jim Kent, P.O. Box 48, Casterton, Victoria. 3311

Newsletter layout: Alistair Boyle, P.O. Box 186, Casterton, Victoria. 3311
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Meetings: 3rd Wednesday of the month at 8.00 pm at the

 R.S.L rooms, 158, Henty Street, Casterton.
Welcome to the August 2005 edition of, “Historical Happenings” the sixth edition of the monthly newsletter. This month we have a visit to Casterton, England. Jim Kent and Des Murphy make their usual appearances and there is an article about Edward Henty.
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Georgia and Rebecca McClellan go to England.

On Tuesday 14th June 2005, we set off from Casterton at 7.00 am. Dad drove us up to Ballarat where we took the bus to Tullamarine Airport. Everything went well and we checked in nice and early for our flight to London. After the usual waiting around we then heard the news over the tannoy that our flight was to be delayed. Little did we know that the total delay was going to be 26 hours!! So, with an unexpected stopover for the night at the Holiday Inn, we finally took off at 6.20 pm on Wednesday 15th. 

We arrived at Heathrow airport about 6.00 am on Thursday 16th June where we were met by Alistair who took us to his home in Chelmsford, Essex.  The most striking aspect of the country is that it is so green; even in midsummer.

Our trip to Casterton in Cumbria was already planned and booked so with the delay in arriving in England, we only had one day to recover before we headed north.

We left at 5.00 am on Saturday 18th June; as we were to discover, rather necessary if you want to travel any sort of distance and arrive the same day. We went via the M11 and M6 turning off for Kirkby Lonsdale and hence to Casterton, Cumbria.  We arrived somewhat early - thanks to the new M6 toll road which avoids Birmingham – but thankfully our rooms were ready. It was a hot and sticky day; a feature of the weather while we were in the U.K. We won’t laugh at English people any more when they say that at 25C they feel hot! We stayed at the only hotel in the village, The Pheasant Inn; a pleasant enough small hotel with good food.  The Inn dates from the late 18th Century.
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We had a date with Scotland the following day so got cracking and walked around the village and took photographs. We found the village “twinning” sign which states, “This village is twinned with Casterton, Victoria, Australia – founded in 1846 by two local brothers named Kirby”. There was no one around with whom to argue about that statement but it’s an interesting slant on the question of just who did found our Casterton.  It shows though that the brothers Kirby did originate from the Casterton in England. We’re sure that Jim Kent will be able to add some comments on that!!

Many of Casterton’s buildings are given over to use by the school; Casterton School for Girls. Casterton School is the only Day and Boarding School for Girls in the North West of England. Casterton is widely recognised as one of the most successful girls' schools in the country; pupils attend from all over the world. 
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Casterton School was founded in 1823. The Preparatory School boarding pupils spend their first years in Bronte House, named after the Bronte family whose daughters attended the school in 1824; mentioned in the novel Jane Eyre as Lowbridge School and based on Charlotte Bronte's experience as a pupil there.
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Casterton is typical of many small English villages in that it is now little more than a dormitory town, with very few surviving small businesses or facilities. No post office or bank or local shop; Kirkby Lonsdale is close by though; just a couple of miles away and that town is quite large and has all the normal services. And now for a bit of history:

Casterton, in Cumbria's Lune valley, has the area's typical grey stone houses. In hilly country not far from the river Lune, its name means 'the place by a fort', signifying that a fort may have existed here at one time, although the remains of one has never surfaced.
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The “twinning sign” which proclaims that Casterton was founded by the brothers Kirby from England
The old Roman road was nearby as is Casterton stone circle, dating from BC 2000-600. Holy Trinity church, constructed in 1831-33, was originally intended as a chapel for the school.  Farming is a major activity in the area. There was a birthday party at the hotel the night that we stayed and Alistair spoke with some of the locals. At the moment it seems that the area is quite prosperous as result of its farming. Rainfall is seldom a problem.

The area shown as “High Casterton” on the ordnance survey map, mainly consists of the Casterton Golf course; for the golfers among you it is a 9 holes 5726 yards course.

Casterton is a small settlement. The population in 1991 was 265. It is unlikely to be much higher than that now.

“In 1672, Queen Catharine granted a ninety-nine years' lease of this manor (Casterton), with the exception of the mines, quarries, woods, &c., to Edward Wilson, of Casterton, for a fine of £50, and an annual rent of £12 6s. 8d., provided his "sons Edward, Thomas, and Roger, lived till the expiration of that period." It is now held by the Earl of Lonsdale, as lessee of the Richmond Fee. In 1492, there was a dilapidated fulling mill in this township, and in the same year one Christopher Symon paid a rent of 4d. for license to erect a corn mill on Casterton beck. In the reign of Charles I a coal mine is said to have been "briskly worked in this township," the principal landowners of which are W.W.C. Wilson, Esq., Joseph Gibson, Esq., W. Thompson, Esq., M.P., and the Earl of Lonsdale; and its rateable value is £3257 13s. 2d.” (www.stevebulman.f9.co.uk/cumbria/kirkbylonsdale.html)

There is no doubt that the area is one of outstanding beauty. We enjoyed our walk along the banks of the River Lune that afternoon but it seemed that the rest of the world had also come to visit.

The following day, Sunday, we left Casterton and drove north to Stirling in Scotland, travelling via Kendall, Windermere and Keswick in the Lake district and rejoining the M6 north at Penrith. Stirling is situated between Edinburgh and Glasgow.

We had three days in Stirling and visited the Castle (built between 1100 and 1711) and we had a trip to Doune Castle, (built at the end of the 14th Century) the building used in filming of Monty Python and the Holy Grail.  A trip on a genuine steamboat along Loch Katrine in the Trossacs and a drive over the hills to Aberfoyle completed our short stay.

We travelled back to Chelmsford on the Wednesday and spent further days visiting places more local to Chelmsford.

On Sunday 10th July we went to see Great and Little Casterton in Rutland. Rutland is England’s smallest county measuring 25.6 x 25.6 kilometres. It contains two market towns, Oakham and Uppingham (where Boris Karloff went to school) and 54 villages.
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Great and Little Casterton are within a mile and half of each other and owe their existence, as with many places, to the Roman settlement of Britain 2,000 years ago. They are both within striking distance of Ermine Street, the Roman Great North Road and one of the earliest Roman camps was at Great Casterton. Both villages consist mainly of a through road with a few turnings off. As with a lot of towns in Britain, they have developed bit by bit since Roman times, if not before and evidence of this, recorded

by buildings is in abundance everywhere you look. For the same reason of abundance, to establish particulars is not easy, so much being taken for granted. Even here, in this idyllic site on a “quiet” Sunday morning, there was traffic everywhere.
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The main road through Great Casterton. Thatched rooves abound in this area.

It is impossible to reproduce all there is to know about these places in the newsletter.  Britain is small, just the size of Victoria but it full of towns and places dating way back. So there is much to see. Part of our trip was planned with seeing the Castertons in mind but we went elsewhere of course. Alistair is currently constructing a website which will eventually have more information about Casterton, England. There are already lots more pictures there. The website address is: http://casterton.homestead.com/choice.html  There is a link from there to our local Historical Society web pages.

Rebecca and Georgia McClellan, July 2005
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A History behind the names conferred on thoroughfares in and around Casterton.

As we progress in a westerly direction of the Southern side of Henty St. Casterton, we arrive at a street called MCINTYRE; so named after a pioneer family who settled in the BAHGALLAH district taking up almost 1000 acres of land which the father shared with his 2 sons of the time. Born in Scotland in 1817, John McIntyre (Senior) was a shoemaker by trade.

Coming to the Casterton District to work on KALADBRO Station, prior to the SPRINGBANK ESTATE in the Bahgallah area being opened up for Closer Settlement, the family of John McIntyre, by the time of his taking up land at Bahgallah, had increased to eleven children; 7 sons and 4 daughters.

John (Junior) the eldest of the sons was to become a butcher, and traded as such in Henty St. He also had an intense interest in local Council affairs. He became a Glenelg Shire Councillor, remaining in that capacity for 50 years, occupying the residential chair on a number of occasions. The other members of the McIntyre family were concerned with droving, horse breeding, farming, carpentry, etc. One descendant runs MAC’S Hotel in Portland; others have entered other trades and professions.

So it is after this family who arrived, per sailing ship, at Portland in 1853 that MCINTYRE Street is named. MCINTYRE St. is relatively short in distance, and after crossing Jackson St, becomes HARGREAVES Crescent, a recently constructed roadway to serve newly erected houses.

Quite a story of a life is behind naming this roadway. Jim Hargreaves was a young farmer working his land at Strathdownie prior to the declaration of war, September 1939. He joined the A.I.F. and rose to the rank of Sergeant, his division had the misfortune to have been captured at the fall of Singapore and as such, he spent the remainder of the war as a P.O.W of Japan. He managed to survive under extraordinary harsh conditions to arrive back to Strathdownie, and re commenced his farming activities.

He had an exceptional attitude to public affairs, devoting all his spare time for the betterment of his fellow man. At one stage of his public life, he served on no less than 16 committees. Prominent among these were the R.S.L and the Shire Council, where for a number of years, he was an outspoken and capable Councillor, serving on a number of occasions as Shire President. So to honour the services to the town and district that Jim Hargreaves gave so freely, the Shire named this crescent in his honour.

Continuing in a westerly direction, we enter a large and long residential street known as Russell St.  It is a link between the new Mt. Gambier Rd, and the old Mt. Gambier Rd. This street is so named after the Reverend Dr.  Russell, a Church of England Minister. A graduate of Trinity College Dublin, the Rev. Russell was a Doctor of Divinity, plus an ordained minister of the Church of England. He was posted to the Casterton District in 1853 and tended the population of the areas in the districts of Casterton, holding services where ever possible. An extremely popular parson, he was greatly loved by all Christians. Sadly, he died at sea, at the age of 53 years.

James P. Kent

July 2005

THE CHANGES IN TIME

By Des Murphy

Part 5

Mum and I, 14 years old, were left to milk 36 cows by hand, feed and look after the pigs and keep the farm going. The big problem was Mum wasn’t able to drive the car. Ann WOOD taught mum to drive the car, she was a very good help.

[image: image9.jpg]THE LATE MR. EDWARD HENTY.



In the autumn of 1924, I ploughed my first paddock with 3 horses and a 3 fallow plough and sowed a crop of oats. My neighbour, John MCINTYRE, cut the crop and in the spring time we carted it in to the stack yard.

Experiencing the rationing of the War Years was tough; tea, coffee, clothing and petrol were rationed; two gallons a month for the “A” model Ford car which mother drove.

For 2 years Mother and I milked the cows by hand, separated the cream, feeding the skim milk and pollard to the pigs; water and clean the sty and help Uncle Bern and Curt cut chaff as well as help saw wood.

As the war wore on, Mum and I were busy but lonely, the neighbours were very helpful. One time Dad was in New Guinea, Jack was in North West Australia and the Islands delivering supplies. George was in the thick of it at Broome in Western Australia. When the locals were on leave they called to see us, and the young ones popped in as well. The old Tennis Court at home was very popular - later in the war the meeting place was the MURPHY’S. Some Sundays up to 25 people gathered at home to chat and taste Mums cookies and share the different experience they were having in the war.

Mum and I had milked the cows by hand for two years then we purchased a two stand milking machine and a diesel engine. We shifted the chaff cutter so that the diesel engine drove either the milking machines, the chaff cutter or the saw bench. Later we built a new chaff house and a small workshop at the dairy.

Thanks to our old friend Fred ICKE who was on leave from the Air Force. He helped me to construct the improvements.

The happiest day I remember, in the War years was Mum using the milking machines for the first time, they were great. The Pover drive on the separator was a time saver. Mum and I had some spare time now.

Continued Next Month ………………
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Look familiar? Casterton, Cumbria mimicking its namesake in Vitoria

Calendar of Events for 2005

August 14th – WOODWORKING SHOW

Display of vintage tools of trade and information table

Saturday & Sunday 27th & 28th  August 

VERN MCALLUM PHOTGRAPH EXHIBITION.

Trip to Digby for this exhibition on the Saturday and Sunday

5th to 19th September 

PUBLIC RECORDS OFFICE, TRAVELLING EXHIBITIONS
“LUCY” & “BIGAMY, THEFT AND MURDER”
These displays will be available to view free of charge in the Town Hall foyer, Monday to Friday and on Saturday and Sunday at the Museum during these dates. 

“Lucy” and “Bigamy, Theft and Murder” explore the records available from the Public Records Office as a starting point for family history research. Learn how to identify and access these records, building a story of your ancestors. Well worth a look!

OCTOBER 2005 – MARCH 2006 (Daylight Saving Time)

The museum will be open every Sunday from 11 am – 3 pm. Closed Christmas Day and New Years Day.

November 12th – Casterton Pastoral and Agricultural Society Show

Information Table and Memorabilia display.

PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE:

Casterton Historical Street Walk from Flour Mill to Glenelg Inn - $10.00

Extracts from the Casterton and District Historical Society Inc. 1966-1996 - $10.00

Corndale State School Honour Board Booklet - $7.00

Casterton Cenotaph WWI soldiers - $20.00

Casterton Cenotaph WWII soldiers - $10.00

Major Norman McDonalds Photograph Album CD - $20.00

History in the Depths DVD - $20.00

Vern McCallum’s CD’s – Casterton High School - $20.00

Vintage Tools of Trade - $10.00

Phone Jan on 55 752578

HENTY, EDWARD (1810-1878), 

pioneer, first permanent settler in Victoria, 

was born at West Tarring, Sussex, England. The date of birth usually given is 10 March 1809, but the death notice in the Argus on 15 August 1878 stated he was in his sixty-ninth year, and the date of birth given on his tombstone at Kew is 28 March 1810. His father, Thomas Henty, who came of a well-known Sussex banking family, married Frances Elizabeth Hopkins, and Edward was their third son. The elder Henty inherited £30,000 on reaching his twenty-first year, bought the property generally called the Church Farm at West Tarring, and gave much attention to the breeding of merino sheep. Some of these were sent to Australia in 1821 and brought high prices.

The family was a large one, eventually seven sons and one daughter grew to maturity, and it was thought that there might be better opportunities for the sons in Australia than in England. In 1829 James Henty (q.v.), the eldest son, went to Western Australia with two brothers, Stephen and John. They remained for two years and then left for Tasmania. In the meanwhile Thomas Henty had sold his English property and also sailed for Tasmania. He arrived at Launceston in April 1832 with three more of his sons, Charles, Edward and Francis. It was difficult to find suitable land in Tasmania, and Edward was sent to explore the coast of the mainland. He reported that the district near Portland Bay had good possibilities, and after revisiting it with his father it was decided that the land was suitable for settlement.

Edward went first on the Thistle with labourers, stock, potatoes and seed. After a voyage of 34 days the Thistle arrived at Portland Bay on 19 November 1834. Edward Henty was only 24 years old and early in December, using a plough he had made himself, he turned the first sod in Victoria. The next voyage of the Thistle brought his brother Francis with additional stock and supplies, and in a short time houses were erected and fences put up. 

The British government had been so anxious to have land taken up in Western Australia that the Hentys not unnaturally thought no objections would be raised to their obtaining land in the Port Phillip district. Application was first made in 1834 and negotiations continued for many years. The father, Thomas Henty, died in 1839, and it was not until 1846 that the matter was finally settled, when the Hentys were allowed £348 for improvements at the port, and were granted 155 acres of land valued at £1290. The remainder of their land they had to buy at auction. The obstructive attitude of the government at Sydney to new settlers may be illustrated by an extract from a dispatch of the governor, Sir George Gipps (q.v.), to Lord John Russell, dated 11 April 1840.

"The Messrs Henty, like the first settlers at Port Phillip, claim to have rendered good service to the government and to the colony of New South Wales by opening a district of country, which might otherwise have remained unoccupied for a number of years; but, so far from considering this any advantage, I look upon it as directly the reverse, not only because the dispersion of our population is increased by it, but because also we are forced prematurely to incur considerable expense in the formation of new establishments. I have already, in consequence of the proceedings of the Messrs Henty, been obliged to send two expeditions to Portland Bay, and I am now under the necessity of organizing a police force there, and of laying out a town, besides incurring expense for the protection of the aborigines."

The thought that the many thousands of pounds spent by the Hentys in developing the country might eventually be of benefit to the state had apparently not entered into the minds of the authorities. Neither could they have anticipated that the first sale of crown lands which took place a few months later would yield the sum of £17,245. 

Edward Henty was not discouraged. His brother, Francis, had joined him in December 1834, and during the next five years other members of the family joined him, and gradually the whole of their horses, cattle and sheep were transferred from Tasmania. On 29 August 1836 the exploring party headed by Major Thomas Livingstone Mitchell (q.v.) reached Portland Bay and were amazed to find the country inhabited. In later years Edward Henty was fond of telling the story of Major Mitchell when he came to a hut, from which blows of a hammer rang, saying, "Where is Mr. Henty, my man?" and the reply of the burly blacksmith, "Here he is at your service." From Major Mitchell, Henty learned the character of the land to the north, and gradually he was able to acquire more land. In 1845 he had over 70,000 acres. Sometimes the price of wool and sheep fell very low and it was impossible to sell either to advantage; but over the years the stations prospered.

 In 1855 Edward Henty was elected a member of the legislative assembly for Normanby and was re-elected in 1859. He was defeated in 1861 and did not sit again in parliament. His last years were spent in retirement at Melbourne and he died on 14 August 1878. In October 1840 he married Annie Maria Gallie who survived him. They had no children. 

Edward Henty, in addition to being the first permanent settler in Victoria, was the founder of the wool industry in that colony. He was a man of strict integrity and great courage who quickly adapted himself to the conditions of his new country. Victoria was fortunate in having so fine a type of man for its first citizen. His portrait is in the historical collection at the Melbourne public library.
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His brother James is noticed separately. Of his other brothers, Stephen George (1811-1872) was a member of the legislative council of Victoria, 1856-70. Francis (1815-1889) became the successful owner of a station and died at Melbourne on 15 January 1889. William (c. 1809-1881) went to Tasmania and for over 20 years from 1837 practised as a solicitor. In 1857 he was elected a member of the legislative council for Tamar and was colonial secretary in the Weston (q.v.) cabinet. He held this office for five and a half years. He went to England in 1862, eventually settled at Brighton where he died on 11 July 1881, and was survived by a daughter. He was interested in Shakespeare and after his death a small volume by him, "Shakespeare with some Notes on his early  Biography" was printed for private

circulation. This has little value but contains a memoir of the author by R. Harrison. 

Rev. G. Henty Balfour, The Victorian Historical Magazine, February 1931; E. Henty Smalpage, Journal and Proceedings Royal Australian Historical Society, vol. XXI, pp. 73-83; R. D. Boss, First Years at Port Phillip; Historical Records of Australia, ser. I, vols XX to XXII; Men of the Time in Australia, 1878; D. Blair, The Cyclopaedia of Australasia; N. F. Learmonth, The Portland Bay Settlement; A. S. Kenyon, papers at P. L. [Public Library?] Melbourne; P. Mennell, The Dictionary of Australasian Biography.

Current Historical Happenings

The Historical Society has been the recipient of $1,000.00 from the Volunteer Small Equipment Grants to purchase some items for the museum which will be of benefit to their volunteer members. We look forward to purchasing some well needed equipment to help us with our work.

We have applied for several grants, some being from the Dept of Veteran Affairs to complete the gun shelter, and a booklet for RSL members to commemorate VP Day.

We currently await an answer from the Public Records Office Local History Grant for the microfilming of the Shire Rate Books.

We have applied for a grant in conjunction with the Casterton New Cemetery Trust to have the Cemetery Maps redrawn through funding from the Community Heritage Grants and await to hear the outcome of this.

We have also applied for a grant to help publish our World War I and II booklets.

The Casterton New Cemetery Trust and Casterton Historical Society are working together to transcribe the Burial Register and the Register is currently being microfilmed so it can be preserved.

The 1875 Casterton Newspaper is also being Microfilmed so that this newspaper can be preserved.

Our recently restored Pre Federation Australian Ensign Flag has been approved by the Glenelg Shire’s Cultural Committee as an item to be accepted into their collection and will be officially handed over to the Shire as a gift from the Historical Society to the Casterton Community in the near future.

The Higher Elementary School Form and Mark Books are currently being indexed. These start from 1923.

The Society is continuing to undertake the digitalization of our photographic collection with almost ¾ of the collection completed. It is hoped this will be completed by the end of 2005.

2006 should see us start to undertake the digitalization of our documents collection.

*************
Society Meeting Dates for 2005/6:

General Meetings:

17th   August

21st September

19th   October

16th November

December 2005 and January 2006
 No Meeting

15th February 2006 – A.G.M.
15th March 2006

19th April 2006

17th May 2006

21st June 2006

19th July 2006
*******

Any material for inclusion can be left at P.O. Box 48, or passed to Basil Stafford or Jan Lier.  Any ideas or comments can be left at P.O Box 186.
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