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Meetings: Please see back page for days, dates and times. 

Held at the R.S.L rooms, 158, Henty Street, Casterton.
Happy New Year
Welcome to the first issue of our second year in print.
A little late to wish you a happy New Year perhaps but we wish you all the best in 2006.

******************
Return to Doctor Smith’s House
Jan has found some information about Dr. Smith and his house. The house was pictured in the September 2005 edition of the newsletter. From various sources we find the following: From the Casterton News in 1875, a tender was called for the building of the house. The Glenelg Shire Rate Books of 1876 show Charles Smith, surgeon at section 11, allotments 1 and 2 one acre in the Follett District, Casterton Division, Casterton Parish. The house was valued at £50.00 ($120.00) and the rateable value as £2/10 (two pounds 10 shillings – about $6.00). The owner of the property was listed as William Smith.  From a map of the Casterton Township the house was at a block situated between Henty St., (front) Jackson St., (back) McKinlay St., (side) and railway land (side). 
Extracts from the minutes of the Historical Society, on 21st September 1983 record that Mr. Jack Gorman spoke on the history of the Casterton Old Cemetery: A fire in May 1896
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lead to the destruction of all the maps, books and other records pertaining to the Old Cemetery to that time. As a consequence, many early pioneers now lie in unmarked and unknown graves. Available records show that the cemetery Trustees in 1897 were Dr. Charles SMITH, James Glancy, J. M. Scott, Rev. Fr. O’Neill, John McIntyre, John Illingworth and E. C. Courtis.
At that time the gravedigger employed was Charles COOK at 15 shillings per grave.
New trustees were elected in 1905 after the resignation of the previous Trustees. They were Thomas CAWKER, James MURPHY, John JELLY, Neil CAMPBELL and Thomas TYTHERLEIGH. By 1928 it had become necessary to appoint new Trustees and those elected were George McBEAN, Jack CAWKER, Alex CAMPBELL and John MURPHY. John STEWART was added in 1944.
For those of you unfamiliar with the location, the area of Dr. Smith’s house and land now has upon it the telephone exchange.
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A History behind the names conferred on thoroughfares

In and around Casterton.
How is the topic of having a couple of Casterton streets named after a very deserving pioneer couple going? Stick at it and it will happen.

We are now on the eastern side of the Glenelg River, which divides our town. To reach the streets etc. that pattern this side of our town, it is necessary to travel along the flood plain and ascend Toorak Hill by way of a side cutting in that very hill.
This roadway is known as SHIELS TERRACE and starts at the bridge over the river continuing on up over the hill and down to PIERCE’S CREEK, where it divides into the Hamilton road to the left and the Portland road to the right. It was so named after a politician for this area, the Hon. W. Shiels, member of the MLA for Normanby.
The main street in this eastern section of the town is ROBERTSON Street, which crosses at right angles to Shiels Terrace at the summit of the hill, creating the most dangerous crossroads in our street grid. Quite a long residential street; on the northern section it rises to the top of TOORAK HILL having on the east side first, HANDLEY Street branching off it; so named after a pioneer family of blacksmiths and carriage builders.
Handley Street runs into VIEW Street, recently named for the outlook obtained by those living in it. BERNARD Street runs off Handley Street and JOHN Street runs off Bernard and until a resident built his garage on the unmade John St, it connected you up again with Robertson St. The same happened with Bernard Street; a resident built his house on it and so prevented it joining up again with Sheils Terrace.
At the termination of Robertson Street, we have MOODIE Street running off to the west and Tarring Rd to the east. What was Robertson Street then becomes ARUNDEL Road. A fair amount of conjecture can be raised as to which particular ROBERTSON the so named street was called after. John G. Robertson arrived from Tasmania in 1840 and took up ‘Wando Vale’ of around 12,000 acres. In 1843 he bought ‘WARROCK’ for his cousin George Robertson, who in 1868 became a Shire Councillor. I am happy to think it was named after Cr. Robertson. 
The naming of Moodie Street is easily determined. William Moodie was a nephew of the ‘Wando Vale’ John Robertson, with whom he lived for some time until his father bought ‘Wando Dale’ where he then spent his life time, serving as a Glenelg Shire Councillor from 1865 to 1870. Fairly safe to assume his name is perpetuated in this street.

Now, the Tarring and Arundel roads are again subject to conjecture, both names are synonymous with areas close to Thomas Henty’s (the elder), place of abode in England. As the Roman Catholic Church and Presbytery are located in Robertson Street, it so happened in the very early days of Casterton, the PP of this church was a Father Lowham of Irish descent. Now this Reverend gentleman owned considerable land right up in among these two roads where he ran his horses and cattle, and to further this slant, both Tarring and Arundel are areas in Ireland. So, I leave it to you. For my two bobs worth, I would settle for the Henty connection.

Now we head back down towards Pierce’s Creek named after Hughie, Tom and Mary Pierce who lived on its banks. Irish to the last potato! Before departing Sheils Terrace, we have on the north side a street which I constructed in the 1950’s to give access to a housing development which took place there. It is called WIDDICOMBE Street after Glenelg Shire Councillor James W. Widdicombe, who served in this capacity from 1906 to 1916. He was also a successful contender for a block on the closer settlement of ‘Wando Vale’.
Just past Widdicombe Street is a right of way. This leads up to a 2 acre paddock situated behind house number 59. This 2 acre block one time belonged to the original Alexander Layley of Sandford but now forms the part of what was my original home for 40 years. It is privately owned, and is on the title of the 2 acres, being a separate item to the 1 acre block where the house which is now occupied by one of my sons stands.
Opposite the Right of way is Rhodes Street, so named after Councillor William Rhodes who served the Glenelg Shire from 1870 to 1872, with his descendants continuing this public service for the next 2 generations. It leads to the Sale Yards.
The next edition will conclude this discussion, with the streets on the southern side being looked at.
James P Kent.
February 2006.
Another, “Where is it?” Can anyone tell us?
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Hawkers in Australia

Some of our own local hawkers will be remembered by many.
The World in a Wagon

The first Indians to arrive in Australia were a group of Hindu seamen left behind by a ship on Norfolk Island in 1796. Indians continued to come in small numbers in the years that followed (nine were brought to New South Wales as labourers in 1816), and from the 1830s onwards these would have included Sikhs from India’s Punjab region. The reason why Sikhs originally decided to go into business as hawkers can only be guessed at. Perhaps they reasoned it was the only way they could become self-employed. Those Sikhs who became hawkers would have helped newly arrived Sikhs to go into the same trade, who in turn helped others. And so the tradition grew. There is certainly evidence to show this kind start-up assistance was given. An established Sikh hawker would provide a newly arrived countryman with the goods and wherewithal to go on the road, the arrangement being that the newcomer would repay the debt as soon as he could.

Much of the information we have about Sikh hawkers in Australia has been gathered by Merri Hogan, who has made a special study of those who operated in Victoria. Not all Sikhs who came to Australia became hawkers, of course. Most of them probably worked as labourers. Many Sikhs were in the British Army in India and those who came to Australia were no doubt attracted by the fact that it was a British colony. Sikhism is one of the smallest of the great religions (it has about 20 million adherents world-wide), and it is also one of the newest, having been founded in the Punjab area of India as recently as the 1500s. Sikh men all wear turbans and all have the same second name, Singh. From the age of eleven Sikhs do not shave or cut their hair.
The first thing a Sikh needed to do to become a hawker was get a hawker’s licence. In Victoria, these cost two pounds a year. A hawker new to the trade might have had to travel on foot at first, leading a packhorse laden with his wares. Once he could afford it, he may have got about in a horse and dogcart, and when he was really well established he would travel in a wagon pulled by a pair of horses, like the hawker who calls at Oxley Downs. These hawkers’ wagons were equipped with shelves and display counters, and they had canvas covers that could be rolled up to showcase the goods on sale.
Most Sikh hawkers did not have a home in Australia to go to, so their wagon was, for them, both shop and home. They would normally sleep on the wagon’s floor. It was a lonely life. Hawkers nearly always had a dog with them, but otherwise they travelled alone. They also travelled light in terms of personal belongings. Apart from clothes, they might have just a few cooking utensils — a pannikin, a blackened billy, plate and utensils, a tin of curry powder, and a knife, fork and spoon. This was all their wagon had room for. The rest of the available space was reserved for merchandise.
According to Merri Hogan, hawkers obtained their merchandise from big stores and warehouses in Sydney, Melbourne and other cities. By the late 1800s the merchandise would be sent to them in bulk by rail, and they would collect it from whichever country railway station was closest to the district they serviced. The hawker who visited Oxley Downs in 1861 would not have had this convenience, however. The rail did not reach Dubbo until 1881.
The range of goods which the hawkers sold was extraordinary. According to contemporary records, a hawker’s list of wares might include suits and work clothes for men, pots and pans, Indian silks, curries, spices, hair combs, brushes, scissors, cottons, soap, guns, knives, light ironmongery, tinned food, books, trinkets, penknives, mouth organs, pencils, jewellery and various items of sewing gear including needles and pins. Fabrics were their main line of merchandise, however, given that settlers tended to make most of their own clothes, curtains, bed covers and the like. As well as selling merchandise, some Sikh hawkers dabbled in phrenology or fortune-telling as a sideline.
The evidence suggests that at a remote station, a hawker’s visit was an exciting event. Many of the people there may have been waiting a long time to buy things they needed. Moreover, the hawker may well have been the first new face they had seen in weeks or even months. If the hawker were a Sikh, he would have seemed to them an exotic character, someone to brighten the otherwise drab world they lived in. The Sikh hawker must have presented a fine sight as he drove his cart into the station compound. The Sikhs were said to be fine looking men, and the horses were fine looking, too. Hawkers were renowned for keeping their horses and their harnesses in good shape. Brass buckles were said to shine.
By all accounts, Sikh hawkers were particularly popular with children, one reason being they could spin sugar to make what is known now as fairy floss. They would give the children treats and entertain them in various ways. Just watching them arrange their turbans was said to be a popular pastime. Merri Hogan speculates that the reason Sikh hawkers went out of their way to entertain children was that most had left their families at home in India and so missed their own children.
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Lucca Singh, a Hawker around the Casterton Area
(There will be more on this subject next month with reference to Lucca in particular and extracts from the minutes will show people’s memories of other hawkers including a local Lebanese Hawker.)

Sikh hawkers apparently kept in touch with fellow countrymen operating in the same region. Every so often the Sikh hawkers would get together — perhaps out of town in order not to attract attention to themselves. These meetings would be organised by leaving messages in local newspapers, advising exactly when and where the next meeting would take place.
The hawker’s life was hard, but it did have its rewards. Sikh hawkers, it seems, ended up well off. Some were able to afford to make several trips back to India in their lifetimes. One is said to have paid to put his son through medicine at Oxford. Some Sikh hawkers were able to buy a store of their own in some country town. Others had enough money to go into farming.
By the early 1900s, though, they were starting to fade out. As more and more big stations were broken up and as more and more country stores sprang up, hawkers ceased to have a role. Yet a bundle-carrying hawker was reported in the Dimboola area of Victoria as late as 1953. He may have been the last of his kind.
Edited from ABC Website Outback House http://www.abc.net.au/tv/outbackhouse/txt/s1378660.
*************

Historical Society Presentations to ABC Radio Horsham

Tune in to ABC Radio Horsham and hear the history of the towns!!!

0615 am Mondays
ROSTER for 2006

	23RD JANUARY 2006
	HARROW

	30TH JANUARY 2006
	BALMORAL

	6TH FEBRUARY2006
	CASTERTON

	13TH FEBRUARY 2006
	COLERAINE

	20TH FEBRUARY 2006
	HARROW

	27TH FEBRUARY 2006
	BALMORAL

	6TH MARCH 2006
	CASTERTON

	13TH MARCH 2006
	PUBLIC HOLIDAY

	20TH MARCH 2006
	COLERAINE`

	27TH MARCH 2006
	HARROW


GLENELG SHIRE HERITAGE STUDY
The Society has received the Statements of Significance for areas related in and around 

Casterton, if any person wishes to view these and make comment, they can contact

Cheryl Elmes, Secretary 55 812238 or Jim Kent 55 811414 prior to  1st March.

Sayings from the 1500’s
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There was nothing to stop things from falling into the house. That posed a real problem in the bedroom where bugs and other droppings could really mess up your nice clean bed.

Hence a bed with big posts and a sheet hung over the top afforded some protection. That’s how canopy beds came into existence.
The floor was dirt. Only the wealthy had something other than dirt. Hence the saying, “Dirt poor”.
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An extremely old thatched cottage in England

The wealthy had slate floors that would get slippery in the winter when wet, so they spread thresh (straw) on the floor to help keep their footing. As the winter wore on, they kept adding more thresh until when you opened the door it would all start slipping outside. A piece of wood was placed in the entranceway. Hence the word, “thresh-hold”.

Bread was divided according to status. Workers got the burnt bottom of the loaf, the family got the middle and guests got the top or “Upper Crust”.
More sayings soon.
PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE:

Casterton Historical Street Walk from Flour Mill to Glenelg Inn - $10.00

Extracts from the Casterton and District Historical Society Inc. 1966-1996 - $10.00

Corndale State School Honour Board Booklet - $7.00

Casterton Cenotaph WWI soldiers - $20.00

Casterton Cenotaph WWII soldiers - $10.00

Major Norman McDonalds Photograph Album CD - $20.00

History in the Depths – Gallipoli - DVD - $20.00

Vern McCallum’s CD’s – Casterton High School - $20.00

Vintage Tools of Trade - $10.00

Phone Jan on 55 752578
***************
Society Meeting Dates for 2005/6:
General Meetings:

-------------
Wednesday, 15th February 2006 – A.G.M. at 7.00 pm
Wednesday, 15th March 2006 at 7.00 pm
Wednesday, 19th April 2006 at 7.00 pm
Wednesday, 17th May 2006 at 7.00 pm
--------------

Monday, 19th June 2006 at 2.00 pm
Monday, 17th July 2006 at 2.00 pm
Monday, 21st August 2006 at 2.00 pm
-------------

Wednesday, 20th September 2006 at 7.00 pm
Wednesday, 18th October 2006 at 7.00 pm

Wednesday 15th November 2006 at 7.00 pm

-------------

December 2006 and January 2007

No meeting

--------------

Any material for inclusion can be left at P.O. Box 48, or passed to Basil Stafford or Jan Lier.  Any ideas or comments can be left at P.O Box 186.
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