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Items in our newsletter: The Clothing Shops of Casterton by Jim Kent


The Clothing Shops of Casterton


 and


The Footwear People of Henty Street   by Jim Kent








Next Meeting of the Historical Society





A change of date this month due to the other unavoidable commitments of members of the executive. -


TO


Tuesday, 25th October, 2 pm at the RSL . Please advise Ros if you will attend.  If numbers are too low we may not meet.





November meeting: last  meeting of the year, Sunday, 27th November, will be a lunch held at Sloba and Iliya’s at Chetwynd. 





Please advise Ros if you will be attending the lunch.
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In the first instance entry and exit to and from the valley that gave birth to our town of Casterton was not of an easy nature; immense hills surrounded the valley through which flowed the one-time majestic stream of water which the Hon Sir Thomas Mitchell named Glenelg, after one of his English cobbers.  The town’s founder, Alexander McKinlay, set up his inn on the bank of this river adjacent to where it was easiest to cross, prior to having bridges straddle it.  McKinlay’s Inn attracted travelers and so also did it attract other commercial enterprises. 


	In past articles I have written about the various types of establishments that offered for sale numerous articles which went to make life more bearable in the town in its early days. The précis of these writings is of some shopkeepers who in my lifetime, from the late 1920s to the second decade of the twenty first century, graced the street that bears the name of the town’s founding farmers, the Henty brothers.


The proprietors of these shops in some cases declared themselves to be drapers, a quaint enough title actually meaning dealers in cloth and linen. And I recall some who lavished the term Men’s Mercer on their frontspiece possibly attempting to up-market themselves from the common draper.  The term mercer defines as one who deals in silks and fabrics.


	So we will start at the east end of Henty Street and take the route up the south side, the first draper we come to being Reuben Betros, a Lebanese immigrant who set up shop in what is now the laundromat.  Then we come to the two-storied emporium, as its owner, Isaac Finlay, liked to describe it.  Here this Irish-Jewish person conducted sales in all classes of male apparel and today it is the office of South East Funeral Directors.


We then come to the Electra House and in one of these shops Thomas Dobie offered for sale all classes of fashionable and working clothes for male and female. It was in this shop that my late Bonnie Jean was a salesgirl. Later on this shop was run by none other than Historical Society member, Joan Bilston.  Today it is a chemist shop.


A further walk along this side of the street brings us to Osborne’s and Johnstones’ huge departmental store where one section devoted 
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Goodie Harris’s emporium 
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Albion Hotel 
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The Clothing Shops of Casterton


by Jim Kent























itself to the sale of ladies and menswear, catering for fashion and working gear to suit all classes of people.  That cuts out the drapers and mercers who traded on the south side of Henty Street in my lifetime.  We go back down to the river end of the street and come up the north side in a westerly direction.


	And who do we meet just a few metres up from the Glenelg Inn bit another enterprising draper whose shop proclaimed him to be Adolf C Cantor , obviously of Jewish extraction.  I have fond memories of this shop. I had just entered my teens and was working on my cousins’s farm and still going to sool.  My cousin was paying me 7/6, or 75 cents, for work done outside of school hours and over the weekend.  Mr Cantor had displayed in his front window a suit known as the “salt and pepper” suit. It had long trousers and I put it on lay-by and it took four weeks work to pay the 30/- or three dollars to buy it, my first pair of long trousers.  Today this shop is the Say Grace Café .


We now travel on to another large departmental shop, Stookes Stores, where one section devoted itself to the sale of all manner of male and female clothing.  A bit further up the street James Wyness had a tailor’s shop where he and his staff made clothes. Then we come to quite a nest of clothing dispensers.  


James R Bryan also had a ladies and menswear shop, then Beatrice Young’s shop dealing in female fashion, and a bit further on where the Reuben Betros, who at one time were down near the bottom picture theater, had a shop.   Where Jack McIntyre and Spigelman, later on Penelope Seymour, had the business which became Elijah’s, is today Daryl Kirkwood’s antique shop.  James R Bryan’s went on to be Colin Gill’s, while today trades as McNamara’s clothing.


Beatrice Young’s and what was R Betros’ shops were engulfed in a massive fire which left a vacant block in Henty street, today occupied by a nursery.


These are a few of my memories of drapers and mercers of Henty Street who traded during the early years of my life.








The Footwear People of Henty Street





Mankind has always sought to make his presence on the planet more comfortable, in the body sense at least, by clothing himself with animal skins or with woven fibre of either plants or animals, giving a degree of comfort.  Located at the nether end of his body are the two parts in frequent contact with the planet referred to as feet.  He has sought various ways of overcoming the discomfort felt by the small area carrying the weight of the body moving over the various types of terrain.  Eskimos turned animal hides inside out using the fur as a medium of warmth. Netherlands people hollowed out wooden blocks to be used as foot coverings. Romans used plates of hides held onto the feet by thongs. Many and varied were the insulating methods used to make foot movement more comfortable. 


Now after that rundown on footwear over centuries, we look at the names and places purveying footwear in Casterton. They were known as 
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Merino Downs 1920
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If you would like to contribute to this newsletter, please contact Jan Lier at the Visitor Information Centre on


5581 2070  or  e-mail at � HYPERLINK "mailto:jlier3@activ8.net.au" �jlier3@activ8.net.au�


or contact Ros at � HYPERLINK "mailto:roscov48@" �roscov48@�bigpond.com 


tel 5581 2875





bootmakers, slightly erroneous because very few of them in my lifetime were capable of actually making a boot. More correctly they sold on the products made in large factories in the city.


Starting at the southern end of Henty Street in the 1930s we see Cliff Campbell in a shop next to J C Stewart’s bakery. Cliff bolstered his footwear sales by doing signwriting. Both shops have long since been demolished. A few door to the west was Mrs Shipman and her son, Ben, offering a line of boots in a shop that later got burnt down, the position now the premises of Landmark stock and station agents. 


Over to the south side of the street finds Mac’s Shoe Shop, small in area but large in sales of fashion shoes and all types of boots and footwear, employing a sales staff of three and a further three in the repair section.  On the north side just up from Mac’s was the large shop trading under Williams the Shoeman.


These were the people who exclusively sold footwear but there were other premises like the departmental stores of Osborne and Johnstone, Isaac Finlay, Stan Stooke and Jex Howlett who also sold footwear as an adjunct to their main lines of business. Albert Haig conducted a small repair shop with a small line of footwear, today part of a men’s and women’s fashion clothing shop.


Right up the west end of Henty Street was the remarkable shop of a genuine bootmaker, my son in law, Jeff Goodwin, who could make any type of footwear. Alas this site is now a vacant block. Now there is just one shop selling footwear, on the former site of Williams the Shoeman, owned and serviced by Brian and Vicky Murrell. 


Changing fashion and manufacturing methods have seen footwear shops go out of fashion. Plastics and moulding have moved in on the leather content and to a large extent the present footwear is of a throwaway nature.  No longer do we see boots and shoes being re-soled two to three times and stitching replaced by waxed thread, high wear points having steel plates attached.  Early lithographs of Henty Street depict bootmakers shops from the 1840s. Thankfully we still have one footwear shop trading.


______________________________________________





To any members in the Melbourne region who may like to attend, we have received the following invitation: Clarice Beckett was born in Casterton when her father was the manager of the Colonial Bank.





INVITATION   to members of the Casterton Historical society


The Friends of Cheltenham and Regional Cemeteries Inc. extend an invitation to unveil the restored graves of… 





Clarice Marjoribanks Beckett (1887-1935) & her parents Joseph and Elizabeth Beckett 


at the Cheltenham Memorial Park (Wangara Road) on Sunday 23 October 2011 at 1.45pm (for 2.00pm start). 





Clarice Beckett is acknowledged as one of Australia’s most distinguished women artists who captured the essence of Melbourne life in the 1920s and ‘30s. 





Guest speakers: Alex del Porto, Mayor of Bayside City Council and Rosalind Hollinrake [B.A.Hons.Melb.], her biographer.  Light refreshments will be served. 





RSVP by Friday 7 October to Vivienne on 03 5420 7671 or info@focrc.org 











